354                    TIMES   AND   SEASONS
Tuesday nor on Sunday, but the birth of a daughter on a
Tuesday or a   Sunday is lucky, and they are the best days
on which to send  a  daughter  to live in her father-in-law's
" house.
Women will not plaster the house on Tuesdays, and a man
will neither shave on that day, nor become the disciple of an
ascetic.
No one likes to travel towards the north on Tuesday, or to
go to live in a new house, or to open a shop.
With regard to agriculture, no one should start ploughing
on a Tuesday, since that is the day when mother-earth sits
with her son Mangala on her lap, and so it would be both
impolitic and impolite to disturb her.
Wednesday\ the day belonging to Mercury, is an auspicious
day, but nothing sorrowful should be done during it. Brothers
and sisters should never part on Wednesdays, and though
it is a good day for weddings, the bride must not leave her
father's house on that day, nor ever afterwards, if she has been
staying at her old home, may .she choose Wednesday to return
to her husband.
It is a happy thing if a boy is born on this day, but it makes*
an unhappy birthday for a girl. There is a firm belief that
anything done on Wednesdays bears double fruit, so that if
a woman puts on a new dress or a new necklace for the first
time then, she knows (Happy Thought for the Day !) that she
will have another new one soon ; and in the same way, it is
the day of all others on which to buy or give away new
clothes.
It is a good day for sowing seeds and starting to plough
land, and for moving into a new house, but no wise woman
plasters her house on Wednesday, If the new moon is first
apparent on Wednesday, the whole month will be lucky; if
there are five Wednesdays in, a month, the price of foodstuffs
will be steady. Talking of food, it is well to remember that
the thing to eat on a Wednesday is green pulse.
As a rule, no one need fast on a Wednesday, for Mercury is